
Setup your local environment 
 
1- Install Anaconda (choose your system to install the correct one) 

 
2- After installing it, open it, you will see the following packages already available like               
Jupyterlab, Jupyter Notebook, etc. 

 

https://www.anaconda.com/products/individual


You can either use this interface and click on Launch for Jupyter Notebook OR you can use the                  
terminal. 
3- If you want to use the terminal (which is highly recommended and used by all the Data                  
Scientists).  
Because Anaconda is already installed in our system we can either type: 

 
>  jupyter notebook 

 

 
Then a browser onglet is going to open with direct access to your current directory where you                 
can create your own notebooks. 

 
Or you can create a special environment for your Data Science projects OR a special               
environment by project (recommended if you are going to be pushing that project to production               
as it will be easier to track the needed dependencies for that project). 
 
4- To create a special environment, you can simply type: 

 
> conda create --name your_env_name python=3.8 -y 



 
In this command, the ‘python=3.8’ portion specifies which version of python you want to set up                
the environment in.  
You can use ‘-n’ instead of ‘ — name’; they mean exactly the same thing.  
The ‘-y’ flag essentially tells the command line to say ‘yes’ to all of the prompts that follow (not                   
required but saves from having to type it each time to confirm you agree to the installation of                  
specific packages). 
 
5- To activate this environment, use: 
 

> conda activate test 
 

 
 
6- To deactivate an active environment, use: 
 

> conda deactivate 



 
 
7- To list all available environments, use: 
 

> conda env list 
 

 
 

For a snippet of all the commands available, use this sheet cheat. 
 
8- If you want to install a library, you can either use `conda ̀ or `pip ̀: 
 
Example with conda: 
 

> conda install -c pytorch pytorch 
 

Make sure to google it as there may be some changes. 

https://docs.conda.io/projects/conda/en/4.6.0/_downloads/52a95608c49671267e40c689e0bc00ca/conda-cheatsheet.pdf


 



 
Example with pip: 
 

> pip install torch 
 

You can use `pip` or `pip3` according to the python version you have installed in your system. It                  
is better to install using conda as they sometimes provide some better versions.  



 
After installing, check if the installation works correctly. 
 
For example in this case you can type: 
 

> python 
> import torch 
 

 
If everything is alright then you won’t get an error otherwise you will. 
 
9- If you want to export the configurations in your environment into a text file, use: 
 

> conda env export > my_environment.text 
 

 



10- Delete an environment, use: 
 
> conda env remove --name test 

 

 
 
Troubleshooting: 

In case your environment doesn’t show up in the dropdown list, use: 
 

> conda install nb_conda 
 

   And the run: 
 

   > jupyter notebook 
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